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Chap.14

March  , 1999

1994 King County Comprehensive Plan - Chapter 14 - Community Plans1

AMENDMENT TO THE 1994 KING COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN-CHAPTER 14,2
COMMUNITY PLANS.3

____________________________________________________________________4

Amend preceding text and policies CP-929 to CP-943 as follows:5

The Fall City policies in this section were revised through a subarea planning process6

involving members of the Fall City community in 1998 and 1999.7

CP-929 Fall City is an unincorporated rural town ((, the boundary of which currently includes8
Urban Reserve (UR) zoning. The subarea plan will address land use and zoning for the9
entire area within the rural town designation.)) and surrounding rural area valued by its10
residents for the following elements:11

12
a. It is surrounded by agricultural and forest lands which are entirely rural;13
b. It has a pattern of development that has evolved over more than a century, which14

includes historic buildings and landmarks, an open spacing of streets and buildings,15
and locally owned businesses in a small-scale downtown;16

c. It is located in a unique geographic area formed by the confluence of two important17
salmon bearing rivers, the Raging River and the Snoqualmie River, in an agricultural18
valley containing a number of other salmonid streams that are also important to the19
ecology of King County;20

d. Compatible home occupations and small-scale animal husbandry in harmony with21
residential neighborhoods;22

e. Rural-level street improvement (e.g., no traffic lights, no sidewalks outside the23
business district, and no street lights except as needed for public safety;24

f.    Scenic vistas, open space, and rural and resource uses surrounding Fall City; and25
g.     Small rural town identity.26

27
Fall City should have overall residential densities of one to four ((to eight)) dwelling units28
per acre, and ((new)) appropriate commercial zoning ((when public sewers are available))29
to recognize existing nonresidential existing business uses in the downtown area.  Until30
adoption of the subarea plan, the zoning code shall make appropriate reference to Urban31
Reserve zoning applied to areas in a Rural Town. (SQP 87) ))32

33
34
35
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CP-930 ((Within the Fall City rural town but outside the sewer local service area, development1
may cluster at one home per 5 acres to provide the option for higher densities in the2
future.   When public sewers become available, property owners in the 5-acre area may3
rezone their properties to single-family residential densities of up to eight homes per acre4
without an amendment to the King County Comprehensive Plan.))5
The zoning for Fall City adopted in the 1999 Fall City Subarea Plan reflects the6
community's strong commitment to its rural character, and recognizes the current and7
long-term foreseeable rural level of utilities and other public services for the area.  Based8
on these factors, the Rural Town boundaries should be reduced to eliminate the area9
designated as Urban Reserve and generally follow the Snoqualmie River on the north, the10
Raging River on the east and southeast, the Issaquah-Fall City Road on the south, 328th11
Pl. SE, SE 44th St., and 324th Ave. SE on the southwest and west. The land use12
implications of a major change in the water supply or a public health requirement for13
wastewater collection and treatment facilities may be evaluated in a new community-based14
planning process; however this does not mean that zoning will change to allow more15
intense development.  The rural character of Fall City must be preserved.  Any future16
proposed zoning changes in Fall City and the area immediately surrounding it should not17
be considered without first completing a new Fall City subarea plan.  (((SQP 89)))18

19
CP-931 ((Low-density multifamily development in Fall City may occur when adequate public20

services are available.  (SQP 90) )) Within the residential area of Fall City, compatible21
home occupations and small-scale agricultural pursuits or similar rural land uses can22
continue.23

24
CP-932 ((Potential))  Zoning for the existing ((commercial areas)) businesses within Fall City,25

from 334th Pl. SE east fronting on the south side of SR-202, and fronting on either side of26
the Preston-Fall City Road from SR-202 south to SE 43rd Pl., plus the welding shop, and27
U.S. Post Office, should be maintained but not expanded. ((identified in the area zoning28
adopted in January 1995 may be reclassified when sewer, water, and transportation29
facilities are available.  (SQP 91)))  Existing nonconforming business operation shall30
continue to be permitted but not revised to commercial zoning.31

32
33

CP-943 ((Existing roads in the commercial area of Fall City shall be upgraded to commercial34
standards.  Fall City businesses should establish a road improvement district for35
improving vehicular circulation and pedestrian amenities.  (SQP-135)))  King County36
should work with the State of Washington and the Fall City community to make37
transportation improvements in Fall City that will favor safe and pleasant pedestrian and38
other non-motorized links between downtown businesses, the residential areas, and nearby39
King County Parks, and safe walkways to schools, rather than rapid through traffic.40

41

Effect:42

43

44

Rationale:45


